
Coming down the home stretch of the 
season, it is easy to lose sight of the tremendous 
impact the food produced on your farm is having in 
our community.  Last year, Local Food Hub hosted 
the first annual Community Food Awards, bringing 
together farmers, buyers, and eaters in celebration of 
the creativity and commitment within our community 
to strengthen our regional food system. This month 
we continue the tradition and on the farm front we will 
be recognizing Shady Lane Farm in Greene County, 
Henley’s Orchard in Albemarle County, and Hill Farm in 
Louisa County for their excellent work. 

While we work with over 150 buyers, each year a few 
rise to the top in terms of their commitment to buy 
local and support our mission – in 2012 awards will 
be going to the Darden School of Business, St Anne’s-
Belfield School, and Rebecca’s Natural Foods. This event 
provides an opportunity to remind our community that 
although we have made strides, we all have work to do 
to continue to expand access to local food and provide 
viable income opportunities for farmers.  
 
With the heat of summer now behind us, our thoughts 
circle around to how early and how intense our winter 
will be. While one of the perks, or in some cases 
necessities, of farming is being able to go semi-
dormant in the winter, there are certainly plenty of great 
opportunities for off-season production in our region.  
Although high tunnels are the poster-child of the move 
towards season extension, there are other strategies 
that are worth a try, including low caterpillar tunnels, 
cold frames and even getting a jump on spring planting 
by preparing beds in the fall.  For the past two years at 
Maple Hill we have laid plastic beds in October to enable 
an early spring planting and circumvent the perpetual 
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Upcoming Events 
Thursday, Oct. 18 
High Tunnel Field Day  
at Hill Farm in Louisa.  

Thursday, Nov. 8  

Full-day GAP Training  
at Maple Hill Educational Farm. 

Thursday, Nov. 22 -  
Friday, Nov. 23 
Warehouse closed for 
Thanksgiving.

Thursday, Dec. 13  

Making Money  
On Your Farm! 
at Maple Hill Educational Farm. 

Monday, Dec. 24 -  
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2013 - 
Warehouse closed for Winter 
Holiday; will re-open on 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013.  
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We’ve gathered information in  
our online resource library on the  
topics below:

Available Funding 

Energy Efficiency/ 
   Alternative Energy 
   for Small Farms

Farm Financials and Taxes 

Farm Labor 

Food Safety

Pest Management 

Regulations  
   Pertaining to Small Farms

Season Extension

Transition  
   to Organic Production 

Current opportunities and upcoming 
deadlines for farm funding: 

Now and into 2013 - Thomas Jefferson 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
can provide 50%-85% cost-share 
assistance to install conservation 
practices in Moore’s Creek Watershed.  

  Deadline to apply for Organic Certification 
Cost Share through VDACS is November 
1, 2012. Receive reimbursement of up 
75 percent of the cost of organic 
certification, up to a total of $750 per 

applicant. 

Applications for SARE Producer 
Grants are due November 15, 2012.  
You know the challenges of farming. 
Each year, SARE offers grants to help 
producers like you try out solutions and 
share what works and doesn’t work with 
your neighbors. 

Thursday, Oct. 25 -

2nd Annual Community  
Food Awards
Warehouse will be closed for 
deliveries, but we hope to have you 
and yours as our guests. Ceremony 
at 11am; light lunch to follow. RSVP by 
Oct. 16 to info@localfoodhub.org. 

New Resources Online! Check out our online resource library: 
www.localfoodhub.org/resource-library/

Continued on next page...



As a Partner Producer, you are welcome (and encouraged!) to attend 
all of the workshops in this series free of charge. To register, email 
farmservices@localfoodhub.org or call 434-286-2176.

A place to post ads, 
ask questions, 
and network 
with other farmers

Various farm equipment for sale from Roundabout Farm: 
2-row potato mounder ($400); aluminum pipe irrigation system, will cover 
approx. 1.5 acres ($3000); stackable white harvest bins, 48” x 40” x 32” tall,  
($190 each); New Idea Manure Spreader, 4 ton capacity, PTO driven ($1,900); 
Shaper Brothers Fertilizer Drop Spreader, 800 lb capacity, 5’ wide, 3-pt mount, 
Cat. I hitch ($2,500); Maschio Roto-tiller, H-205, 81” wide, 3-pt mount, Cat. II 
hitch ($3,000); Market Farm Implements Chisel Plow, 5 tine, 3-pt mount, Cat. I 
hitch ($2,200). For more details, contact Rob Weary at rweary@tnc.org. 

Submit an ad or query for the next newsletter by emailing farmservices@ 
localfoodhub.org or by calling 434-286-2176. The next newsletter will mail in January 
2013 to 70+ growers and producers in central Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley. You 
might also share helpful information or advice. Please include your contact information 

so that people can respond to you directly. This is a free service. 

 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 8am-4pm @ Local Food Hub Educational Farm  
at Maple Hill
Our Educational Farm will serve as the training ground for a mock 
audit to help illustrate simple strategies and practices that can be 
put in place to ensure that your farm is following Good Agricultural 
Practices (GAP).  Virginia Cooperative Extension agents will discuss 
food safety risks for small farms as well as how to prepare for GAP 
certification and develop your farm specific Plan of Action Manuals.  
The day will round out with a panel discussion and the opportunity 
to coordinate follow-up small group sessions to work through your 
manuals in more depth. Thanks to grant funding secured by VCE, 
Plan of Action Manuals ($50 value) will be available free to 
participants.  Space is limited so sign up early! 

This winter, we’re growing carrots in our high tunnel, destined for elementary schools in our area. 
Here in Virginia, we can extend our season in a number of ways and there’s a ton of information 
online to get you started or give you a headstart. Lewis W. Jett, a professor at West Virginia 
University is researching how specific crops (including carrots!) perform within high tunnels, and 
you can find his work - and much more! - online on our resource library’s Season Extension page: 

www.localfoodhub.org/resource-library/season-extension/

Photo of carrots coming up in high tunnel

 
Thursday, Oct. 18, 4pm-7pm@ Hill Farm, Louisa County
Susan and Scott Hill will share their knowledge and insights on 
high tunnel siting & construction, the engineering of efficient tunnel 
production systems, and the many specialty crops they have grown 
in their three high tunnels.  In addition, they recently installed a 
cool-bot and have a highly functional washing and packing set-up in 
their commercial kitchen.  

 
Thursday, Dec 13, 4pm-7pm
Ellen Polishuk, farm manager at Potomac 
Vegetable Farms, a highly successful 
direct market farm in Northern Virginia, 
will share management practices and 
marketing strategies to maximize your 
profits and keep your sanity while farming 
for the long haul. 

wet spring soils.  We were skeptical - but it worked!  Whether you are interested in learning more 
about season extension, food safety, or managing your farm finances, we hope you find our growing 
online resource library useful and that you are able to take advantage of our workshop series as time 
on your farm allows.

~ the Local Food Hub team 
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