
Just as the nature of work on your farm shifts when fall and winter months approach, so too does our work 
at Local Food Hub. Now that the cold weather has really settled in, we’ve bundled up (it gets cold at that warehouse!) 
and started the process of reflection: What worked well this year? What didn’t? How can we improve our services and 
infrastructure for the coming year? What comes next? 

Please know that you are an important part of this process! The annual End-of-Year Survey is your opportunity to 
provide valuable input, feedback, and suggestions. With this survey, we are able to track the successes and challenges 
of the 80 small, family farms we work with—information that is critical to guiding our programming and growth.

By now you should have received an e-mail with a link to the survey. Please let us know if you haven’t, or if you would 
prefer a paper copy! We have revamped our survey this year making it especially important that we receive a high 
response rate, so pour yourself a cup of joe and tell us about your year and your experience working with us. 

We also wanted to share with you the results of Farm to School Week! 
Thanks to your partnership, guidance, and bountiful supply of fresh 
fruits, vegetables, and meat, we were able to serve more than 50 
public schools in six districts this year. That’s more than 25,000  
students! Thank you for your support in making that possible. 

While winter months always seem to fly by long before we make it 
through that off-season “to-do list,” we hope to see you at one of our 
upcoming workshops and of course our annual meeting! 

Stay warm, friends!
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January 23, 2014  

Annual Partner 
Producer Meeting
Bundoran Farm

February 19, 2014

Ag. Marketing 
Workshop 
with VA Cooperative Extension

Contact Us!    (434) 286-2176 (farm)   |   (434) 244-3276 (warehouse)  |   farmservices@localfoodhub.org

High Tunnel Research Program 
Improve our food system’s high tunnel production, help with future 
farmer surveys, add your farm to the participation roster, or discuss 
your NRCS high tunnel installation project. Contact Nate Foust-Meyer 
at nfmeyer@vt.edu or (434) 942-8919. Participants will receive access to 
all beneficial results.

Curcurbit Trial Results 
Twin Oaks Seed Farm conducted cucumber and muskmelon variety 
trials this year, and is applying for a SARE grant to do more extensive 
trials in 2014. The project would include a farmer survey to assess 
cucurbit production problems and to assess the demand for regionally-
adapted, regionally-tested seeds. Visit twinoaks.org/seeds or contact 
Edmund Frost at edmund@twinoaks.org for more information and trial 
results.

Extra Clamshells Available 
Pints, 1 lb, and 2 lb available. Manufactured by Peninsula Packaging Co. of recycled plastic in a 
solar-powered facility. Contact Karen Pettijohn at kpettijohn@ntelos.net to purchase.

A place to post ads, 
ask questions, 
and network 
with other farmers

Producer Corner:

Submit an ad, query, advice, or information for the next newsletter by e-mailing farmservices@localfoodhub.org or by calling 
(434) 286-2176. The next newsletter will mail in the spring of 2014 to 80+ growers and producers in central Virginia and the 
Shenandoah Valley. Please include your contact information so that people can respond to you directly. This is a free service. 



PROVIDING FOR THE FULL EATING SEASON
Pam Dawling, Growing for Market & Twin Oaks 
December 11, 2013 @ Albemarle County Office Building 
The market for fresh food doesn’t end with the warm weather—
people eat year-round! Join us for a workshop to learn how to 
produce a consistent supply of produce throughout the year. 

Agricultural Marketing Workshop
Virginia Cooperative Extension 
February 19, 2014, Location TBD  
Learn about successful marketing strategies for your farm—both the 
tried and true classics as well as savvy, emerging technology—with 
trainers from Virginia Tech and Virginia State University.
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As a Partner Producer, you are welcome (and encouraged!) to attend all of 
the workshops in this series free of charge. For an online calendar, please 
visit: www.localfoodhub.org/our-programs/workshops. 
To register, e-mail farmservices@localfoodhub.org or call (434) 286-2176.

Sustainable  
Agriculture  
wORKSHOP SERIES

There are several great farming organizations that host conferences and training opportunities throughout 
the year, with a focus on winter meetings. Many of these organizations also have regular list serves and 
e-newsletters. In an effort not to overwhelm your inboxes with e-mails, we don’t generally forward these 
opportunities on, but we do encourage you to stay connected with the organizations that fit your interests. 
Here’s a sampling of local, regional, and national resources:

Save the Date:
Annual Partner Producer Meeting
January 23, 2014
Bundoran Farm 

We look forward to meeting with as many of our Partner 
Producers as possible. In addition to our traditional re-cap, 
delicious lunch, and time to mingle with other farmers, we will 
be hosting a post-harvest handling training with trainers from 
Virginia Tech. There will be a chance for growers to highlight 
some of their own ingenuities and on-farm trials – e-mail 
adrianna@localfoodhub.org if you have anything you would like 
to share with the group! 

In an effort to make our workshops more farmer-friendly, we are now 
scheduling the bulk of our classes in the off-season. 

Our primary focus is providing you with educational opportunities 
geared towards success in the wholesale marketplace—everything 
from season extension to on-farm food safety. 

Let us know if there is a particular workshop you would like us to host! 

BOOKMARK THIS:
ONLINE RESOURCES,  
REGIONAL CONFERENCES, and 
COMMUNICATION NETWORKS
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Carolina Farm Stewardship Association (CFSA)

www.carolinafarmstewards.org

Chesapeake Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture

www.futureharvestcasa.org

Growing for Market

www.growingformarket.com

National Good Food Network

www.ngfn.org

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition

www.sustainableagriculture.net

VA Association of Biological Farming

www.vabf.org

VA Beginning Farmer & Rancher Coalition

www.vabeginningfarmer.aee.vt.edu

VA Independent Consumers & Farmers Association

www.vicfa.org

PA Association for Sustainable Agriculture

www.pasafarming.org

Southern Sustainable Agriculture Working Group

www.ssawg.org

On The Road Again... 
Looking for a new marketing angle? How about putting your farm name or logo on our truck? With delivery 
routes that now take us across the state—from Charlottesville to Richmond to Harrisonburg and even up to 
Washington, DC—you’ll reach new customers without ever leaving the farm! 
Sponsorship package pricing varies but is 100% tax-deductible. Get your name out there and support our 
work at the same time! Contact Matt for more details: (434) 244-3276, matt@localfoodhub.org, or ask for a 
packet next time you’re at the warehouse.

www.localfoodhub.org/our-programs/workshops

