
Despite our close proximity to Washington DC, it can often feel like the workings of the federal 
government are light years away from the farm field. The reality is that the strengths and weaknesses 
of legislation can have a very real impact on the lives of farmers. Earlier this year, the 2014 Farm Bill 
was signed into law, after a prolonged and partisan process. Watching this process from a distance, 
we were grateful for the many individuals and groups—at both the federal and state level—who 
made it a priority to visit us and learn about the challenges facing small farms and our growing 
regional food system. 

The new five-year farm bill will boost programs and opportunities for beginning farmers, local food, 
organic agriculture, rural development, and specialty crops. Cut-backs were made in conservation 
programs, and one of the biggest disappointments was the lack of reform to the massive farm 
commodity and crop insurance subsidies. It is worth noting that the USDA has been tasked to create 
a “whole-farm” crop insurance program suitable for small-scale, diversified producers. As funding for 
approved programs begins to trickle down, we will be sure to keep you informed of opportunities. 
One message that was loud and clear in the 2014 Farm Bill is that the advancement of local and 
regional food systems is a high priority.

We are excited to have the new season underway and look forward to seeing many of you soon on 
the loading dock and at workshops. As an organization, our focus this year will be strengthening 
our internal systems, ensuring the efficiency and quality necessary to maintain continued growth. 
In Grower Services, we will be focusing on food safety and season extension through enhanced 
resources, trainings, working groups, and technical assistance. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and happy planting!
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Reminders: 
March 15, 2014  

Water Tests Due!
Copies of annual water tests and 
letter agreements due.

March 27, 2014

Value-Added 
Processing Workshop 
with Allie Hill

Contact Us!   (434) 244-0625  |   www.localfoodhub.org

Interested in Growing Grains? 
Woodson’s Mill in Nelson County is searching for new sources of  
quality local grains for grinding. If you have anywhere from 2-15 acres 
available for planting in corn this season, please let us know. Several  
types of corn are desired, including white and yellow dent, as well  
as other heritage varieties. We are also looking for  
growers of  buckwheat early this season. 

If you have land but lack equipment, opportunities may exist  
to partner with farmers in the Charlottesville area to plant  
and harvest. Contact Will Brockenbrough at  
wmb@woodsonsmill.com or (804) 803-1794. 

Bag It Up: 
As part of our box purchasing program, Local Food Hub 
is now stocking food grade bushel box liner bags  
(0.19 / bag) and gusseted bags for salad mix / spinach  
($9.00 / pack of 100 bags). 

A place to post ads, 
ask questions, 
and network 
with other farmers

Producer Corner:

Submit an ad, query, advice, or information for the next newsletter by e-mailing 
 adrianna@localfoodhub.org or by calling (434) 244-3276. The next newsletter will mail in  
the fall of 2014 to 80+ growers and producers in central Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley. Please include your contact 
information so that people can respond to you directly. This is a free service. 



Value-Added Processing
Allie Hill, Homegrown Virginia 
March 27, 2014 | PVCC Stultz Center, Rm 131 
An introduction to different options for preserving and marketing 
your harvest, along with relevant government regulations. Allie Hill 
will also provide an in-depth discussion of the services available to 
the public through the Prince Edward County Cannery. 

Building Soil Fertility
Todd Neimeyer, UACC 
April 24, 2014 | Location TBD  
Todd Neimeyer will discuss the components of a successful soil 
fertility plan, including the use of key cover crops, compost, and 
minerals, as well as demystify the interpretation and utilization of soil 
test analyses. 

planning for winter production
Pam Dawling, Twin Oaks Community /Growing for Market 
June 5, 2014 | Location TBD  
An interactive planning session, with help from Pam Dawling’s 
extensive crop planning experience, for Local Food Hub partner 
producers with high tunnels—looking towards production for winter 
2014/2015. 

pest management field day
Ellen Polishuk, Potomac Vegetable Farm, & Jim Hankins, VCE 
June 10, 2014 | Bellair Farm, Albemarle County  
A full day to consist of ID sessions / field walks for pest and beneficial 
insects, as well as plant diseases, led by specialists at Virginia Tech. 
Ellen Polishuk will also discuss on-the-ground management practices 
to minimize crop pests and deal with outbreaks. 
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As a Partner Producer, you are welcome (and encouraged!) to attend all of 
the workshops in this series free of charge. For an online calendar, please 
visit: www.localfoodhub.org/our-programs/workshops. 
To register, e-mail adrianna@localfoodhub.org or call (434) 244-3276.
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Local Food Hub is here to help as you work to address food safety issues on your farm. 
Whether you are looking to achieve GAP certification, or need resources or advice on post-
harvest handling processes, we can help! Contact adrianna@localfoodhub.org for details.

FOOD SAFETY HIGHLIGHTS

photo credit: nicolasjon (canned goods); NRCS (soil); USDA (high tunnel); andriuXphoto (potato beetle).

QOdds & EndsQ
Could you use a “Volunteer Crop Mob” to tackle a large project? Local Food Hub receives many requests from 
volunteers looking for opportunities to help area farmers, and if there is sufficient interest from our partner 
producers, we will coordinate a crop mob program (set guidelines that work for your farm, arrange the 
scheduling, collect liability waivers, etc.). Contact adrianna@localfoodhub.org if you are interested.

The Virginia Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coalition Program is looking for experienced farmers and ranch-
ers to serve as mentors. The goal of the farm mentor program is to promote the exchange of knowledge and 
skills between experienced and beginning farmers and ranchers. For details, contact C.J. Isbell at  
cjisbell@vt.edu or (540) 553-2278.

As you know, Local Food Hub requires an annual water test from all partner producers who use underground or 
surface water in any aspect of growing, harvesting, or post-harvest handling for crops distributed through our 
warehouse.  Please note that water test results are due to the warehouse by March 15th.

Water Testing

CHANGES TO FSMA
In December 2013, the FDA announced that 
it would be making major revisions to the 
proposed produce safety rules contained in the 
new Food Safety and Modernization Act (FSMA), 
thanks in large part to the overwhelming input 
they received from small farms and grassroots 
organizations during the comment period. Stay 
tuned for notice of an additional comment period 
for the new draft rules. 

In addition, the FDA recently settled a court case 
over the timeline of implementation, resulting in 
a court-ordered deadline of October 31, 2015 for 
implementation of the produce safety rules.  

For details, visit: http://sustainableagriculture.
net/our-work/food-safety-modernization-act

FSA LOANS
The USDA has expanded its Farm Storage and 
Facility Loan Program which provides low-
interest loans to producers for the purchase 
of equipment needed to expand and improve 
operations. This loan program is administered 
through the Farm Services Agency (FSA) and 
covers a range of equipment – storage bins and 
coolers, post-harvest wash stations etc. 

For details, visit: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA

This project is supported in part by the USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program, Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
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